Southeast Missouri State University
Professional Staff Council

February Meeting Minutes
-- February 19, 2020 -QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER
The Council was called to order at 10:01 am in the University Center Heritage Room by Chairperson, Katie Krodinger.
Members in attendance: Kris Baranovic, Angela Birk, Randyn Heisserer-Miller, Lisa Howe, Katie Krodinger, Alisa
McFerron, Trae Mitten, Egbar Ozenkoski, Eric Redinger and Joanna Shaver.
Guests: Elizabeth Shelton, United Way Executive Director, Holly Bauwens, Human Resources, Hannah Weathers,
Recreation Services, and Jared Massey, Southeast Online.
PRESENTATIONS
United Way – Elizabeth Shelton
Shelton gave a report on the various efforts United Way has ongoing in the Southeast Missouri region. She also
presented a promotional video on the various charities United Way supports through grants in Southeast Missouri.
Human Resources – Holly Bauwens
Bauwens spoke on the new health insurance plan integration and set-up. She said a patch would be going through to
correct issues with deductible amounts from Optima being reported in the UMR interface. Most initial issues with the
move have been or are being worked out – most of them wear just learning curves for patients and practitioners. The
Motion program is going well. A reminder that the two-year $55 credit eligibility is based on the date individuals started
the program, not when the program started will be sent out. Each person’s anniversary will be different. If anyone has
questions about health insurance or the motion program or any other HR issue, please contact Human Resources.
REPORTS
Chairperson – Katie Krodinger
•

VoIP Telephone update: Late March or early April the VoIP phone system will go live. New phones will be
delivered and hooked up for internal calls initially.

Chairperson Elect – Egbar Ozenkoski
•
•
•
•

Annual PSC Breakfast: Wednesday, June 10 is the target date – please save the date in your calendars.
Volunteers need to solicit donations for prizes.
Volunteers needed for set-up that morning.
Kim Statuary Hall at the Foundation seems like the best venue and using the student group is preferable to
Chartwells for catering.

Secretary-Treasurer – Randyn Heisserer-Miller
•

None at this time.

ONGOING BUSINESS
New Hires – Katie Krodinger
•
•

Still working on this project.
If anyone has items or process for onboarding new staff, please upload it to Teams PSC folder.

Social Event – Randyn Heisserer-Miller
•

PSC will be hosting a Spring Break Mingle on Friday, March 20, 2020 at 4:30 pm. The Courtyard-Marriott –
Downtown is providing a free glass of beer or wine and free appetizers until 5:30. All faculty, staff, and their
guests are welcome. Please RSVP by March 13, 2020 by visiting http://bit.ly/PSC_RSVP.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Administrative Council – Katie Krodinger
•
•
•

•

•

President Vargas had knee surgery on 2/3 – all went well, and he is at home.
Two new Board Members could potentially be sworn in at the next Board Meeting on 2/21.
Legislature Updates
o 1,800 bills were filed as of 1/8 at the State House – 50 related to higher education.
o A Statewide mission designation was approved by committee.
o Core budget flat for FY21.
o Governor and Legislature not agreeing on revenue growth for FY21.
o House hearings conclude late March, Senate in April, and the Conference committee should complete
work by May 8.
Employee Self Insurance Transitions
o UMR-TPA transitions January 1
o Lots of mailings including Teledoc cards.
o UHC Network conversations ongoing – should St. Francis (facilities) not renew by 3/5 they will become
“out of network”.
o UMR sent a letter about continuity of care – please see Alisa or Holly with questions.
Upcoming Events: Feb. 10 -14, I Love SEMO Week; Feb. 21 Board of Regents Meeting; Feb. 25 TRIO Day
Celebration; Feb. 26 Brown Bag Lunch; March 27 President’s Council; May 31 Southeast Day at Busch.

Benefits Review Committee – Katie Krodinger
• Committee met the morning of 2/19/2020 for the first time.
• Handouts were provided showing the cost ratios and claims premiums for 2019, patient admissions, and
Recreational Services Center since benefit addition. (attached)
• The University will not be billed for 2019 claims, retroactively by UnitedHealth.
• Possibility of exploring other options for the Motion Program / Health Programs.
• Motion Program running in red – how do we quantify the benefits of the current program.
• Exploration of accidental and/or specific supplemental health insurance policies for employees.
• CTS is offering a proposal to help incentivize St. Louis provider usage.
Budget Review Committee – Katie Krodinger
• No starting FY21 worksheet as of yet.
• Three year rolling worksheet was provided.
• Expecting a MOSERS rate change for FY21 – going to 22.88% with annual increases until it hits 25%.
• State budget proposal is flat.
• State Employees are getting a raise in FY21 – the University is asking questions as to why University employees
are not included in these additional pay appropriations; Southeast is the 3rd lowest budget by FTE.
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•

Professional Staff Council possible proposals for review: shorting hiring delay, salary compensation. If you have
ideas send them to Katie.

Salary Equity Task Force – Katie Krodinger for Brian Hopkins
•

Has not met again so far in 2020. There should be more information after March’s meeting.
UNIT REPORTS

Campus Life – Joanna Shaver
Southeast Serves weekend is April 17 and 18, 2020. 2020 hours of service is the goal. Special Olympics will be on campus
April 18. Offices can participate with projects for students to complete for hours. Faculty and Staff can log service hours
as well.
Facilities – Lisa Howe
Veteran’s Plaza is schedule to be done sometime between March 16 and April 15; Facilities is reviewing the pricing for
pressure washing of buildings during the summer months; Rowdy’s, Merick, and Starbucks will get updated signage, grill
and repainting this summer; Softball scoreboard has been installed; Student Rec Center’s flooring will be replaced this
summer; Bookstore renovations will be done this summer as well.
Office of Admissions – Alisa McFarron
Soft launch of new CRM – Element 451 first week of March. March 28 is the next Show Me Day.
Center for Scholarship and Teacher Learning – Kris Baranovic
Dual Credit and Honors Program hired new Administrative Assistant – Shawnna Upchurch. LMS update – RFP moving
forward. There is a petition to retain Moodle. Open forum proposed for Q&A. Earlier implementation – possibly spring
2021.
Student Financial Services – Melissa Harper
SFS has a new student services specialist – Makaila Blaylock; Kristen Seabaugh left for Academic Coordinator’s position
in Academic Support Centers; Melissa is the current contact for Scholarships. Currently 4 total vacancies in SFS.
Kent Library – Randyn Heisserer-Miller
Faculty and Staff can now apply for 2020 Johnson Endowment Grants – grants are $3,000 each to support the Kent
Library collection. Application and more information can be found on the Library’s website. The Library will be hosting
an Earth Day (April 22) event with the student Clay and Horticulture clubs. Cataloging Associate search is in it’s final
stages.
Academic Support Centers – Katie Krodinger for WyKeshia Atkins
Kristen Seabaugh from SFS, hired as Academic Coordinator; Registration link closed on Feb. 5; Jennifer left the
University, her position will be advertised in May. Thank you to everyone for the filled advisor positions.
Recreational Services – Eric Redinger
Hannah Weather is the new Assistant Dir. For Facilities, Tyler Macklemore is the new coordinator; Vacant positions is
being reclassified as a coordinator – mid April is when it should go live.
New Student Programs - Katie Krodinger
Amber Sumner starts on Thursday, Feb 20; February 29th is the first orientation – promotional items are welcome to
encourage registration.
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ADJOURNMENT & NEXT MEETING
There being no further discussion, the Council adjourned at 11:10 am.
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 10:00 am in the University Center Heritage Room.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Randyn Heisserer-Miller, Secretary-Treasurer.
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