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President’s message

Hello from Marge Phillips, President of Phi Kappa Phi Chapter 260
My name is Marge Phillips. I am a Writing Associate in the Center for Writing Excellence. I have been
president of Phi Kappa Phi, Chapter 260 for the last two years. Doris Dumey will be taking over as
president as of July 1, 2017. I really appreciate the support that each of you has given me while I have
been president. Of course, I plan to still be active in Phi Kappa Phi but I just will not be leading the
honor society. If you have questions about Phi Kappa Phi and/or our chapter, please feel free to contact
me at mphillips@semo.edu or 651-2460.
Our Phi Kappa Phi chapter 260 had a great induction ceremony on April 2. The induction was held in
the Ballroom of the University Center. Dr. Carlos Vargas, Southeast’s President, gave the welcome as
well as handing out the pins to the new members. Congratulations to our new inductees; we welcomed
60 new members (58 student members and two faculty members).
The Student Research Conference was April 12 & 13. Our Phi Kappa Phi Chapter is proud to be a part
of this conference by providing the awards. I was honored to be able to present the four awards for $50
each. The awards went to Kenzi Stemp, Christina Thomas, Sahap Ekici, and Cassandra Mick.
Our welcoming meeting for new members and our last meeting for the semester is April 27 at 5:15 pm
in Memorial Hall 201. We plan to label and put inserts in the Little Golden Books for our literacy
project. We do not meet in the summer so our first meeting for the fall will probably be in September.
We will send an email letting everyone know when our next meeting is.
We had three applications for the Fellowship Award. We appreciate all applicants for taking the time to
fill out their applications. However, we can only submit one application to national from our chapter.
Our local winner is: Karen Souza Muramatsu. Congratulations Karen. Her application has been
forwarded to national competition and she will receive a $500 scholarship from our chapter.
Our chapter has the following volunteer opportunities:
Phi Kappa Phi participated as ushers at both Commencement ceremonies. The responsibilities were
very simple, and the chapter received an honorarium for the service. If you are interested in volunteering
in the future, please let me know at mphillips@semo.edu
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PKP Officers for 2017 - 2018 are:
Doris Dumey, President
Pam Gershuny, President-Elect
Cecilia Larson, Secretary
Shawn Guiling, Treasurer
Jayanti Ray, Public Relations
Marge Phillips, Past President
Kayla Rivers, Student Vice President
(Other Vice Presidents will be elected later.)

There are many benefits that Phi Kappa Phi provides for their members. There are also many, many
awards and grants that Phi Kappa Phi provides (some information on awards/grants listed
below). You may want to go to the national website to check out all the many benefits/ awards/ grants.
The website is: http://www.phikappaphi.org. Every active member of Phi Kappa Phi has access to all
the information on the website.
Fellowship Award
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi currently awards fifty-one Fellowships of $5,000 each and six at
$15,000 each to members entering the first year of graduate or professional study. Each Phi Kappa Phi
chapter may select one candidate from among its local applicants to compete for the Society-wide
awards.
Literacy Grants
The Literacy Grants program was initiated to mobilize members and resources of Phi Kappa Phi and the
higher education community to champion literacy initiatives. Grants of up to $2,500 are available to Phi
Kappa Phi chapters and individual members to fund ongoing literacy projects or to create new
initiatives. The Society's commitment to the cause of literacy grows out of and is consistent with its
mission, which was expanded to include "...and to engage the community of
scholars in service to others." Application Deadline – usually April 1.
Love of Learning Awards
Love of Learning Awards help fund post-baccalaureate studies and/or career development for active Phi
Kappa Phi members to include (but not be limited to): Graduate or professional studies, doctoral
dissertations, continuing education, career development, travel related to teaching/studies, etc.
Study Abroad Grants
Phi Kappa Phi Study Abroad Grants are designed to help support undergraduates as they seek
knowledge and experience in their academic fields by studying abroad.
I hope you will become involved in Phi Kappa Phi activities. If you have questions, please feel free to
email me at mphillips@semo.edu or call 573-651-2460.
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Book Stamping for the “Born-To-Read” Project

Dr. Mary Elizabeth Ambery, Chair of the “Born to Read” Project has secured a grant of $2,500 to buy
more books for this project. In the last few years the number of babies has doubled and we need help to
continue this project and buy the books. (Each of the hospitals have gotten deliveries of several boxes of
the Little Golden Books. Thank you Mary Elizabeth Ambery for making the deliveries.)
“The Bookstamping Crew”
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Student Spotlight

Karen Muramatsu
Karen Muramatsu is an international student at Southeast Missouri State University triple majoring in
Global Studies, Political Science, and Foreign Language. She was born in Brazil into a family of Italian
and Japanese immigrants. When she was five, she moved to Japan, and although she was living in Japan,
her community was still very much influenced by Brazilian culture; hence, she was living in both the
Japanese and Brazilian communities simultaneously. Currently, she is carrying out research for her
senior honors project examining the development and impact of the Brazilian community in Japan. She
hopes to write a book that would further this under-examined topic. She speaks Portuguese, English,
Japanese, and French. She is currently learning Italian and Spanish. She has lived and studied in
different countries, including Brazil, Japan, the United States, and France where she spent the fall 2016
semester. She loves learning about diverse cultures because it opens her perspective on life. All these
experiences have propelled her into the field of international affairs.
She is passionate about service leadership on local and global scales. As an undergraduate student, she
established her first university-sponsored organization called Unified Young Leaders in 2014. She
wanted to help students become more interested in helping others and train them to become
compassionate leaders of positive change. In 2015, she established her second university-sponsored
organization called Brazilian Student Association. It was an initiative to promote cultural diversity on
campus by sharing Brazilian culture. Every year, the organization hosts the Brazilian Carnaval Night, a
cultural night festival with many Brazilian performances and authentic cuisine, and gives cultural
presentation at local schools.
In 2015, Karen was elected president of the International Student Association, leading more than 1,000
international students. She implemented many projects and hosted many events contributing to the
multi-cultural mission of the university. Events organized include an international festival, prom,
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Halloween party, international week, study abroad fair, international olympics, trivia night, and a
speaker series highlighting how it is to grow as a women in other countries. Karen also successfully
unified the cultural organizations on campus so they could collaborate to enhance the diversity on
campus.
Karen has contributed to the university in many other ways. She has served for two years and half as a
justice in the All University Judicial Board, and serves as one of the five senators of the College of
Liberal Arts in the Student Government Association. Karen is also still actively involved with the Jane
Stephens Honors Program, where she served as a Student and Faculty Liaison for a year on the Student
Honors Council and has worked as a student worker for two years now. Karen also serves as a Student
Ambassador for the Department of Modern Languages, Anthropology, and Geography, helping bringing
students and faculty together and recruiting prospective students.
In 2015, Karen participated in the Center for Strategic International Studies’ think tank session. Every
year, Southeast selects 30 high-achieving students to learn about global issues from the world’s leading
researchers and global studies experts in Washington D.C. Students who participate in the program also
present their research studies at the Student Research Conference.
Karen’s contributions go beyond to the campus community. As an intern at the Public Information
Office at the City Hall of Cape Girardeau, Karen developed several research studies to improve the city.
Some of the studies initiated include a study on the diversity of Cape Girardeau and its changing aspects
to present to officials at City Hall, the importance of youth involvement in local governments for
initiating a Youth Council in the city, best social media practices for local governments to be
implemented in the Office of Public Information, and a study on the public response to the acquisition of
drones by local governments. She also helped to initiate the OneCape Campaign that aims to promote
cultural diversity in Cape Girardeau by sharing the experiences of people from diverse backgrounds on
the city's official blog and social media outlets.
Karen has recently been admitted to Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies for a
Masters of Arts in the field of international affairs. This program is ranked among one of the top ten in
the world, and in 2015, it was selected number two in the world by Foreign Policy, a renowned journal
in the field of international relations. She will spend her first year in Bologna, Italy and her second year
in Washington D.C. learning from many experts in her field of study, including Dr. Matthias Matthijs
and Dr. Riordan Roett.
The opportunity to undertake graduate study at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
will allow her to stretch the limits of her potential. She wants to improve and gain new skills and more
in-depth knowledge in international affairs. She is inspired to learn more about human rights policies
and the impact of international organizations and international law on their implementation. This will
help her play a more direct role in developing and implementing human rights policies that would
improve the lives of others across the globe. For graduate study, she would like to research the potential
impact of young adult’s participation in the creation of human rights policies. She would also like to
examine ways to increase their interest in this field. One day, she aspires to establish an international
non-profit organization to support humanitarian projects created by young adults. She aspires to be an
active voice for human rights all around the globe.
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She is grateful to be a member of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi since 2016. She loves to attend
meetings and discuss future projects. One of the service projects that she participated in encourage
families to engage their children in more reading. This year, she also assisted the induction ceremony.
Karen hopes to continue actively participating in the society even after she graduates from Southeast
Missouri State University.

New PKP Members and Glimpses of the Induction Ceremony 2017
Ahmad
Bashair
Arikai
Yukiho
Atherton
Morgan
Aufdenberg Julie
Baker
Victoria
Beisiegel
Megan
Bouknecht Kelli
Bradshaw Lindsey
Buttgenbach Aimee
Campbell Derek
Cannon
Sheila
Chatman
Lesley
Chism
Elizabeth
Collins
Brian
Collins
Jacquelyn
Cook
Amber
Cougill
Jo
Davis
Merideth
Diebold
Emily
Doll
Sara
Driscoll
Sydney
Eggena
Allison
Ellis
Sarah
Hampton
India
Heath
Michael
Hoffman
Patrick
Hogan
Nicole
Howard
Tyler
Huang
Libin
Hudspeth Raven
Hursh
Rebecca
Joyce
Christine
Kalupahana Sasika

Kester
Kille
Klaverkamp
Lambert
Lee
Littrell
Long
Lukens
MacDonald
Martin
Maus
Meadors
Moore
Owens
Peach
Picarella
Plott
Reeves
Richards
Ritter
Schlitt
Smith
Tucker
Walton
Welter
White
Widenor
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Zachary
Jasmine
Samantha
Jessica
Michelle
Zachary
Emily
Morgan
Lindsey
Chloe
Dakota
Jacob
Anna
Elizabeth
Danielle
Taylor
Dalaney
Brooke
Tina
Angela
Brooke
Karley
Whitney
Johanna
Kaitlin
Kaitlyn
Megan
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Editorial Note
Greetings to Everyone!
It is my immense pleasure to collate the spring issue of PKP Newsletter! There will be another issue
soon, in fall. If you have any news to share with the members, please submit your items to Jayanti Ray at
jray@semo.edu by November 15, 2017. The submissions may be in the following categories:
1. Honors/awards/fellowship news
2. Pictures of PKP activities/events
3. Student/faculty articles (experience, accomplishments, research, etc.)
In closing, I would like to thank Marge Phillips and other officers for their contributions to the
newsletter. Have a wonderful summer!

9

