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Welcome!
Welcome back to campus and a new year! The OMVS is extremely excited
to see our military-affiliated population grow and thrive at Southeast. We
currently have
over 1,000 military-affiliated students enrolled in
classes or about
8% of our university’s enrollment.
Having said that,
many of our enrolled students do
not know about
our services or
even the fact that
the OMVS exists.
We ask everyone
to please assist
us in getting the
word out about
our office. We do
more than just
help with benefits; we offer help with military transfer credit transcriptions,
advisement, scholarships (we administer some of those scholarships), peer
networking, jobs, and just about anything else. We are all a military-affiliated
family, and the OMVS is here to ensure that we all stay connected.
You will find a good amount of interesting information in MILPOP, and we
hope that you enjoy what you read here. If you are interested, you can also
contribute to the newsletter by contacting the OMVS. Further, I would invite
you to engage and become involved in the events that the OMVS sponsors
throughout the year. There is no cost for sponsored events, and they are a
great opportunity to network with your peers on campus. For more information look at the “Important Dates and Events” section in this issue.
Have a great semester and “don’t be a stranger” (stop by the OMVS often).
V/R,
Jeremy McBroom,
Director ,OMVS

What’s your favorite
thing about serving Veterans?
“My favorite thing about
working for Veterans is
being able to hear personal experiences that
most people couldn’t
imagine themselves doing and gaining the
knowledge to succeed.”

-Michelle Lang
Army National Guard
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Opportunities of Hope & Resilience
Amanda Wille

Habitat for Humanity Cape Area is a small extension of thousands of Habitat
for Humanity spread across the nation. It is not a partner, but an independent
affiliation establishment, striving to achieve a common greater goal of providing "a decent place to live" for low income families. Since 1985, they’ve partnered with working families, sponsors, and community members to build affordable, quality homes for those in need. For the past 30 years, they’ve built
over 50 homes in the greater Cape Girardeau area, including Cape, Jackson,
Perryville, Advance, and Marble Hill.

Habitat for Humanity Cape Area is currently seeking qualified, disabled Veterans to potentially place in new housing. Their new project, Habitat Community
Hope, plans on building a new subdivision off of Clark Street in a 14 acre lot,
here in Cape Girardeau, MO. This project plans on having 20 Habitat-built
homes and 20 lots for private development in this subdivision. This is a great
opportunity for someone in need of housing who may not have the financial
means to afford property or housing in a traditional manner. If you or anyone
you know is interested in filling out an application for a home, please contact
our local Habitat for Humanity at (573) 334-9728 or visit their website and
send them a message at http://www.capeareahabitat.org/contact. For more
information you can also stop by the Office of Military and Veterans Services.

Besides offering homes and lots to qualified Veterans in need, Habitat for Humanity also offers an opportunity for the community to get involved. Our local
Habitat for Humanity is looking for volunteers. If you and your friends or family
are skilled at construction-related tasks, working on a local build site may be
an opportunity for you to give back to those who have served or to your fellow
community members in need. If you’re not the smoothest with a hammer, the
Cape Girardeau Habitat for Humanity Restore might be another plausible volunteer opportunity for you. If interested in volunteering, you can go to
www.capeareahabitat.org/volunteer, fill out the volunteer form, and submit it
online. For additional information, please visit the Cape Girardeau’s Habitat
for Humanity website at http://www.capeareahabitat.org/.

Military
Scholarships
Available
Southeast is able to offer
several universityendowed, militaryspecific scholarships!
What’s better? The application process is really quite simple: all you
have to do is complete
the general, universityendowed scholarship
application. This is available through your student portal. The application period is currently
open, and is a notification on the student portal’s homepage, just before you log into your
student account. The
deadline for submitting
an application is March
01, 2017, but we encourage early completion!

FASFA
The application period
for FASFA is open until
February 15, 2017 (this
allows adequate time for
Finance to process applications and award
aid).

Ushering in a New Era
Chris Williams

In today’s world, technology has become more a part of our daily lives than
ever. One technology that is sweeping the nation by storm is the integration
of mini drones known as UAS. or unmanned aircraft systems. In today’s unpredictable and threating world, unmanned aircraft systems have become a
key asset for a spectrum of law enforcement and government agencies,
along with providing help to farmers and agriculture businesses. Because of
the importance of such a fascinating and well-versed technology, Southeast
has introduced and is now offering a degree in this field. The field of study will
be a Bachelor of Science in Unmanned Aircraft Systems, and it will focus on
educating and teaching students the fundamentals of these machines. Currently, Southeast is the only university in Missouri offering a bachelor’s degree in unmanned aircraft systems.
Students will find themselves using top on the line equipment as learning materials and learning the skills needed for modern careers in this field. Southeast is offering internships and career opportunities for those who are interested. Below is a sample of what students will learn during their time in the
program:







Understand the fundamental concepts required to be a professional in the
field, including concepts in electronics, mechanical design, and programming.
Obtain a more specialized knowledge in unmanned aircraft systems, including flight, design, policy, and mission planning.
Have the ability to tailor the program to a more specific application area
with 9 hours from areas such as agriculture, criminal justice, geographic
information systems, and automation.
Have experience using the techniques, skills, and tools necessary for
modern careers in the field of unmanned aircraft systems.

To learn more about the “Unmanned Aircraft Systems” program, visit the web-

site http://semo.edu/study/unmanned-aircraft.html.

VA Rate of
Pursuit
Trying to figure out if you’ll
receive your maximum
payment from the VA?
Here’s some handy information when planning our
your schedule for the upcoming semesters.

VA Updates Applications
If you have ever applied for or transferred a VA Education entitlement, you are probably familiar with the Veterans On-Line Application (VONAPP) website. The website housed all forms militaryaffiliated students needed in order to apply for their specific VA education entitlement. Recently, however, the application process has
undergone a change, and the VONAPP website is no longer utilized, in order for a student to apply. Instead, the VA has switched
to the VA’s Vets.gov website.
Similarly to VONAPP, the VA’s Vets.gov website houses the standard forms needed to apply for education entitlements; however, the
biggest changed we’ve seen is that any dependent or spouse applying for CH 35: Dependents Education Assistance (DEA) or any
Veteran applying for CH 31: Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment (VR&E) must now create a eBenefits account, if they haven’t
already, and apply through that website. All other education entitlement applications will be completed directly from the Vets.gov site.
The application forms themselves do not contain enough changes
to be concerned about, but we wanted to take this opportunity to
notify our population of this change, so they would not be confused,
should they have to apply for or transfer one of their entitlements.
The direct website for applying for benefits is https://www.vets.gov/
education/apply-for-education-benefits/
If you’d like additional information, please contact Amanda Woods,
the VA School Certifying official. As always, should you have any
additional questions about your VA educational entitlements,
please feel free to contact the OMVS at our office, via email at veterans@semo.edu, or via phone at 573-651-2263.

VA Rate of Pursuit (fulltime, undergrad)
4 week term = 3 credits
6 week term = 4 credits
8 week term = 6 credits
12 week term = 9 credits
16 week term = 12 credits
*Graduate is a little different, so if you have questions, contact me.*
Overlapping terms is always allowed; however,
please keep in mind that
any portion of the term
you’re not considered fulltime, you will receive a
prorated payment from the
VA.

MO Concealed
Carry Permit
Reciprocity

Each state is unique in its
requirements for concealed carry permits and
reciprocity. It’s best to
check with your local and
state government before
traveling across state
lines, but the map to the
right below should help
clarify which states share
reciprocity for Missouri
resident’s concealed carry
permit. The states in blue
are said to honor Missouri
resident concealed carry
permits, and the states in
red are said not to honor
MO’s concealed carry
permit. In addition, MO’s
concealed carry permit is
not honored in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, and N.
Mariana Islands (all not
pictured).

This information was provided by
USA Carry. For more information,
please visit http://ww.usacarry.com/
cocealed_carry_permit_reciprocity_
maps.html.

Bill 656: Stand Your Ground
Joseph Swofford

As of January 1st, 2017, Missouri ushered in the New Year among the ranks of
10 other states that allow their citizens to carry concealed firearms. Most of you
are aware of the new law being passed recently in the Senate, but there are
underlying sections of the bill that the media tends to leave out. Some of these
sections are what have law enforcement officers questioning the conscionableness of the legislatures for voting in this bill.
Previously, citizens were required to back away from conflict in a public setting. Now, citizens have the right to “stand their ground” and not leave an area
of conflict, as long as they are not unlawfully entering or remaining in the area.
This has law enforcement officers concerned about the rise in conflicts and
escalation of force. This new bill also allows private property owners or leasers
to use deadly force in self-defense or defense of others against a person who
unlawfully enters or attempts to unlawfully enter the property.
Although Missourians do have the right to carry a concealed firearm without
a permit now, there are still some things you may want to be aware of. The first
thing people should be aware of is that this new law does not give you the
right to carry a firearm on college campuses. Additional restricted areas
include in a courthouse, jail, polling place, or a place of business that has posted a no gun policy for their building. Another fact you want to be aware of is
the difference in the bill compared to open carry laws. You do have the right to
conceal and carry a firearm in Missouri, but places like St. Louis still reserve
the right to prohibit an open carry of a firearm unless you have the proper permit.
Previous Missouri conceal and carry permit owners should be aware that their
permit gives them the right to conceal and carry in seven of the eight reciprocity states. However, Illinois still requires their own permit; this new bill does not
override that fact. In order to conceal and carry in those seven other states,
you will still need to acquire a Missouri conceal and carry permit. If you wish
still wish to obtain a permit despite the new bill, they do offer a lifetime permit
that costs $500 and saves you the trouble of renewing your permit every five
years.
It is important to fully understand the bills that are passed and rights that you
have in the areas that you reside in. Despite the freedoms that Missourians are
gaining, we must still follow the law. Background checks are still required for
the purchase of firearms. You also need to be aware of the type of weapons
that you are legally allowed to carry. If you wish to see the full Bill 656 and its
summary, you may view it at http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/

Student Veterans Organization
“A Golden Farewell”
Matthew Golden has had a long-lasting effect
on the Office of Military and Veterans Services and the Student Veteran’s Organization.
Since starting school in Spring of 2014, Matt
has dedicated a lot of his time and efforts to
helping the Veteran community, not only at
SEMO, but in the surrounding areas as well.
His approach to new situations is his approach to life, as he does what he can to help
the community around him. He is a paramedic, volunteer firefighter, police officer in training, and a veteran of the U.S. Navy. His dedication, knowledge, and willingness to help
anybody will be missed both within our office
and our organization. We wish Matt the best
of luck in his future endeavors. The Office of
Military and Veteran Services and the Student Veteran’s Organization
wouldn’t be where we are today without him.

SVO
The Student Veterans
Organization (SVO) is
comprised of military and
military-affiliated individuals who want to make a
difference in the lives of
our Veterans and their
families.
The SVO is a chapter of
the Student Veterans of
America and is a certified
non-profit organization
whose primary mission is
to support to our
Veterans and their
families.

Community Service
The SVO is trying to get
more involved in the
community.
As a 501c3 organization,
we are required to do
community service and
we will keep updates for
opportunities on our
Facebook page.
Newest/Upcoming

Announcement: Levi Murphy has taken over the role of President of the
SVO. Congrats, Levi! Cole Schreiner has volunteered to take over as House
Restoration Chairman. Cole has assisted on several projects with the Veterans Transition House, already, and we want to sincerely thank him for stepping up and taking lead on this project. If you’re interested in finding out how
YOU can help with the restoration project, please contact the OMVS.
DON’T’ FORGET TO CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK:
SEMO Student Veterans Organization!
Get Involved
SVO participation and membership are simple: Come into the OMVS and talk with an SVO
officer. Membership cost is $10 per semester and goes to fund a fun event for the members.

SVO Meetings
Our SVO meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month, at the OMVS (UC,
Rm 302), at 1200. Please mark your calendar for the following meeting dates:
--February 8: OMVS @ 1200
--March 8: OMVS @ 1200
--April 12: OMVS @ 1200



Check out our FB page
for future SVO
Transition House
workdays

Current Events and Important Dates
January 17th: Spring 2017 Semester Starts
Welcome back or welcome to the start of the Spring 2017 semester.

January 20th: Next Payment Due Date
Student Financial Services notified our office that the next payment due date for student accounts is
Friday, Jan. 20th. Please contact SFS At 573-651-2253 to make an arrangement.

January 25th: Welcome Back Semester Potluck Brunch
Come join the OMVS as we welcome and welcome back our military-affiliated student population. We
will be providing a complementary potluck brunch. Please stop by and join us from 10:30 a.m. - 1:00
p.m., or until food runs out.

February 15th: Tacos Locos Lunch
The OMVS will be hosting its first ever taco bar for lunch on Feb. 15th, from 1100 - 1300 (or until food
runs out). Please stop by for a free lunch and fiesta with your fellow military-affiliated students and
staff!

March 8th: Subway Boxed Lunches
With mid-terms just around the corner, come join the OMVS as we host Subway boxed lunches. 11:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m., or until food runs out.

April 5th: Potluck Brunch
Who doesn’t love a brunch during middle of the week? We will be providing a complementary potluck
brunch from 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (or until food runs out), on Wednesday April 5th. Please join us!

April 22nd: Family Day at the Ropes Course
Bring your family and enjoy a fun day at the Family Day at the Ropes Course. The course location is
near the Abe Struber Track and Field complex. We will have signs up to help guide you to our location. Free food and fun will be provided! 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

May 5th: OMVS Splash Bash
As a means to provide our military-affiliated students with a stress-free evening before Finals Week,
the OMVS is hosting its annual family pool party! Free food, games, music, and fun will be provided,
so please bring the family and/or a few friends and join us at the Aquatic Center from 1730 - 2000.
If you know of any events going on in the local area that pertains to our military-affiliated population,
please feel free to contact the OMVS, so we can spread the word!

DID YOU KNOW…
The Subway on SEMO’s main campus offers a military/Veteran discount of a free soft drink with any
sandwich purchase. Must be able to provide proper military/Veteran identification.
If you are interested in submitting a story or information to the OMVS for inclusion in future newsletters, please feel free to contact the OMVS at 573-651-2263 or veterans@semo.edu.

FREE Office 365 for Southeast Students
Jacob Hill

Southeast Missouri State University is now offering Office 365 for FREE. Of course, this use is strictly for students, faculty, and staff personal use only. Interested?
Online tutorials on how to access this offer are available
from IT. Not sold on the idea yet? See a brief explanation of Office 365 offer below.
What is Office 365?
“Office 365” refers to a subscription plan that includes
access to Office applications, plus other productivity services. This plan offers the latest, fully installed versions of Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote, Outlook, Publisher, and Access. Note: Publisher and Access are
available on PC only.
Not only do you receive FREE Office applications for your home PC or Mac, users can install these applications across multiple computers and devices. Applications will work on PCs, Macs, Android tablets, Android
phones, iPads, and iPhones.
There are several other advantages of installing Office 365. When you have an active Office 365 subscriptions, you will always have the most up-to-date version of the applications. In additional, you also receive a
terabyte of cloud storage with this plan.

Multiple people can edit the same document at once
Move over Google Docs! With Office 365, multiple users
can edit a document, as the same time, in Word, PowerPoint, or Excel. You can immediately see the changes,
as they are made, and who is editing the file. This is
great for group projects or groups that have members
who can’t make it to the meeting.
Want to sign up?
IT has tutorials on their website for both PCs and Macs.
If you run into any issues, you can visit the IT Help Desk
in Memorial Hall, room 107 or in Towers Complex, room
108. Other means of contact include phone at 573-6514357, email at helpdesk@semo.edu, or by chatting
online from the IT website, http://www.semo.edu/it.
NOTE: IT has began working to migrate all student email accounts to Office 365. Most will be moved during the
week before school starts back in the spring; however, students enrolled in Winter Intercession courses will be moved
closer to the start date of the semester. Your email address and password for Office 365 is still the same as your Southeast Portal login credentials. You will have increased email storage as well as 1TB of cloud storage in OneDrive, among
a myriad of other services and programs. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact the IT
Help Desk.

Colonial America

DOWN
1. The first colony established by the Plymouth
Company in 1607.
2. The middle colonies were Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, New York and?
3. The ______ Colonies included Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia.
4. How many stripes are on the U.S. flag?
5. first permanent English colony
6. what was South Carolina's major crop
7. founded Virginia
ACROSS
ACROSS
1.
nativeamericans
2.
Roanoke
3.
Puritans
DOWN
1.
newengland
2.
Delaware
3.
Southern

1. people who lived in America before the Europeans
2. colonists disappeared without a trace
3. founded Massachusetts

Office of Military and Veteran Services
The Office of Military and Veteran’s Services (OMVS) supports military and veteran students as well as their
dependents in their endeavors to seek academic and personal success. The OMVS offers a myriad of services
and referrals including, but not limited to, assisting transitioning service members to the academic setting, counseling and processing VA educational benefits, tuition assistance, and the transferability of military coursework.
Referrals to on and off campus services to include student services, Disability Services, tutoring, counseling and
Veteran Affairs services, as well as other state and federal resources and services. Their mission is to serve all
military-affiliated students and their families. The OMVS is located in the University Center, room 302, and can
be reached by calling (573)651-2263. The website is www.semo.edu/veterans.
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