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The Time is NOW!
Studies have shown that students who get involved outside of the classroom
are more likely to persist in their education program until graduation. Understanding that our population is a non-traditional one, getting involved can be
difficult with constraints such as work, family, and other obligations. However,
getting involved can also mean networking opportunities, whether it be social,
professional development, or personal, these opportunities may be just what
students needs to help them succeed during their academic careers.
During their service, Service Members typically have a 360-degree support
network. Their brothers and sisters in arms also ensure they stay on point and
have the personal support they need to overcome obstacles and persevere.
However, when Veterans transition into the civilian setting, that support structure can weaken or even become nullified, and the lack of support can be detrimental. The Office of Military & Veterans Services (OMVS), as well as the Student Veterans Organization (SVO), have ample opportunities for students to
get involved, find new networks of support, and personally support each other.
If you’re interested in getting involved, stop by or call the OMVS. We’re always
having free events to engage or population, to include free food, and the SVO
always has service opportunities, so the opportunities are there; you simply
must take advantage! We hope to see you at some of our upcoming events!

October - December 2016

What’s your favorite thing
about serving Veterans?

“I am passionate about
serving and providing assistance to those who
have so selflessly served
and sacrificed for our
country. To be able to help
them achieve their goals
and become even more
successful in the civilian
sector are my favorite
things about serving our
Veterans.”
-Amanda Woods
OMVS Outreach Coordinator & dependent of Veteran
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Southeast Homecoming 2016:
Unmask Your Potential
Southeast’s 2016 Homecoming this year is scheduled for
November 5, 2016; the theme
is Superheroes and Villains:
Unmask Your Potential. As
always, the OMVS and Student Veterans Organization
(SVO) will be participating in
the parade and tailgating activities this year. In addition, the
Criminal Justice Association
(CJA) will be partnering with
the SVO in representing in the parade. This is a great opportunity to get
involved and have some fun with other Veterans and their families.
The OMVS and the SVO invite current Service Members, Veterans,
spouses, and dependents to join in the Homecoming Parade and Veteran’s Tailgate Party. Accompany military vehicles or ride in the SVO/CJA
float down Broadway, and then celebrate with us at the Veterans’ Tailgate Party, in the Wheking parking lot, near Houck Stadium. FREE food
and drinks will be provided, courtesy of the SEMO Vets Corp Alumni
Chapter, OMVS, SVO, and the Missouri Army National Guard. All military-connected students are encouraged to participate, to include
spouses and dependents, so if you’re interested, please check out the
information below. We’d love to have you join us in Homecoming 2016
festivities!

Homecoming 2016 Lineup:
0845: Meet in front of the University Center (on Henderson)
0930: Homecoming Parade starts
1000 - 1300: Veterans Tailgate Party (Wehking parking lot)
1300: Homecoming Football Game (vs. Jacksonville State)

Military Family Appreciation Month
As November approaches and upcoming holidays are on
everyone's mind, let
us also think about
the families who support our troops here at
home and abroad. Let
us be reminded that
many families will be
spending the holiday
at the dinner table
without a loved one.
November is Military
Family Appreciation
month, and as President Obama made
clear, “Our nation
owes each day of security and freedom
not only to our brave
service men and
women, but also to
the families who support our troops and
share in their sacrifices”.
Throughout this
month, military families are recognized
and honored nationwide through various
special events. We
would, as always, like
to recognize and honor all of our military
families here at
Southeast, and thank
you for all that you
have and will continue
to do for our Service
Members and the
country. We are proud
to be of service to you
and the OMVS is here
to support you
through uncertain
times and circumstances.

Veterans’ Day Luncheon

Our annual Veteran’s Day Luncheon, held at our main campus, and hosted
by the Office of Military and Veteran Services, is soon approaching. Every
year, the OMVS provides a free Veterans’ Day Luncheon to military-affiliated
students, staff, faculty, and local Veterans of the community. This meal is provided in appreciation of the sacrifices our Veterans and their families have
made to protect our freedoms. This year’s Veterans’ Day Luncheon and
event fair will be held on Nov. 7th, from 11am to 1pm, in the University Center, Ballroom B.

Since the luncheon is both a meal and an event fair, representatives from the
Missouri Veterans Commission, Missouri National Guard Family Assistance
Coordinator, Missouri Division of Workforce Development, Small Business
Administration, multiple Department of Veterans Affairs representatives, and
various other veteran special interest organizations will also be present to
answer questions and provide services. This event only happens once a year
and draws in and connects the Veteran community from all walks of life. The
luncheon will be a great opportunity to thank, meet, and talk to military Veterans and their family members, as well as eat some delicious, FREE food! The
event is open to all faculty, staff, military and Veteran students, along with
their spouses and dependents. Please RSVP for the luncheon at http://
www.semo.edu/veterans/rsvp.html or contact us at 573-651-2263.

VA Rate of
Pursuit
Trying to figure out if you’ll
receive your maximum
payment from the VA?
Here’s some handy information when planning our
your schedule for the upcoming semesters.

VA Tutorial Assistance
Did you know that the VA can assist in offsetting the cost of a private tutor? Although the university offers several free tutoring options, sometimes, it just doesn’t work out for a person’s schedule or
specific needs. In instances when you’ve exhausted all your free
avenues and still need additional assistance, the VA can offer a
reimbursement for tutoring expenses.
Tutorial assistance may be paid to students under Chapters 30, 33,
35 and 1606. Tutorial assistance is not authorized for Chapter 1607
at this time. Tutorial assistance helps the student pay for necessary
tutoring and is a supplement to the student's regular education
benefit. There is no entitlement charge for the first $600 under
Chapter 30 and 1606. There is no entitlement charge under Chapter 33 or 35. In addition, if a Veteran is a participant in the VA’s
Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment program, they may be
approved a tutor at no cost to the Veteran as well.
The monthly rate may not exceed the cost of tutoring or $100 and
comes a reimbursement, so the Veteran would be responsible for
paying the tutor and then completing the monthly form, in order to
be properly reimbursed. The maximum amount payable is $1200,
per student, per benefit program.
If you’d like additional information, please contact Amanda Woods,
the VA School Certifying official. As always, should you have any
additional questions about your VA educational entitlements,
please feel free to contact the OMVS at our office, via email at veterans@semo.edu, or via phone at 573-651-2263.

VA Rate of Pursuit (fulltime, undergrad)
4 week term = 3 credits
6 week term = 4 credits
8 week term = 6 credits
12 week term = 9 credits
16 week term = 12 credits
*Graduate is a little different, so if you have questions, contact me.*
Overlapping terms is always allowed; however,
please keep in mind that
any portion of the term
you’re not considered fulltime, you will receive a
prorated payment from the
VA.

Military
Scholarships
Available
Southeast is able to offer
several universityendowed, militaryspecific scholarships!
What’s better? The application process is really quite simple: all you
have to do is complete
the general, universityendowed scholarship
application. This is available through your student portal. The application period is currently
open, and is a notification on the student portal’s homepage, just before you log into your
student account. The
deadline for submitting
an application is March
01, 2017, but we encourage early completion!

FASFA
The application period
for FASFA is open until
February 15, 2017 (this
allows adequate time for
Finance to process applications and award
aid).

Military Friendly Stability Act
People may think it takes a special will-to-do attitude to be a Service Member
in the military, but what people do not realize is what it takes to be the family
of a Service Member. When a Service Member has to pack up their whole life
every time they change a duty station, people forget that their spouse and dependents have to pack up their lives as well. The stress that follows such an
event is nearly incomprehensible. It is not just the process of moving and packing but the process of finding a new job, transferring college credits, and finding a new school for the kids. Currently, there has not been much support from
the government to aid in the stressful period that surrounds a change of duty
station, but it may finally come in the form of The Military Family Stability
Act of 2015 (MFSA).
The MFSA bill was introduced into Senate by Sen. Roy Blunt, on October
6, 2015. The Military Family Stability Act amends title 10, United States Code,
and allows a member of the Armed Forces undergoing permanent change of
station and the member’s spouse to jointly elect that the spouse may relocate to
the new location at the time during the covered relocation period, as the member and spouse jointly select. The time frame gives the spouse (and dependents) a period of six months before or after the PCS date to move to the new
duty station allowing a more flexible transition. Base allowance for housing
(BAH) would be given at the “with dependents” rate for the geographic location of the family members, until they are reunited with the Service Member.
Factors that allow your family to be eligible include:

the spouse is employed, or enrolled in a degree, certificate or licensegranting program, at the beginning of the covered relocation period;

the member and spouse have one or more children in school;

the spouse or children are covered under the Exceptional Family Member
Program;

the member and spouse are caring for an immediate family member with a
chronic or long-term illness; or

the member is undergoing a permanent change of station as an individual
augmentee or other deployment arrangement.

If you do not meet the qualifications, the commander of the service member may make a decision deeming the election in the best interest of the
family and member, but is made in a case-by-case basis.
More detailed information, including a complete copy of the proposed bill, can
be found on the following web page: https://www.congress.gov/bill/114thcongress/senate-bill/2137

Student Veterans Organization
The Student Veterans Organization (SVO) has been demolishing the inside
of the Veterans Transition House for over a
year now. The SVO
has finally completed
the demolition phase
and is getting ready to
begin the remodeling
phase. Recently, the
SVO had a workday,
which aligned several
organizations in the
community, as well as
other organizations on
campus. The help
these organizations
offered was amazing.
Between the Construction Management department, Construction Management Organization
(CMO), and the Interior Design department, we were able to accomplish a
great deal in a short amount of time. We are currently trying to raise money
and materials to complete the project and could use additional assistance,
in any capacity volunteers are able.
Announcement: Matthew Golden, the current SVO President and
House Restoration Chairman, will be resigning at the end of the fall semester. He will be attending the Law Enforcement Academy in the spring and
will not be able to fully dedicate himself to the organization and its mission.
That being said, the SVO is in need of someone to take over as House Restoration Chairman and keep things going with the restoration project. Anyone interested in taking over should get with Matthew to learn the ropes and
information which pertains to the Veterans Transition House.
Things happening in the Fall 2016 semester:
 November 5 — Homecoming parade & pig roast
 November 7 — OMVS Veterans Day Luncheon
 November 11 - 13 — Veterans Day Extravaganza Fundraiser at the
Venue
 Christmas Party — TBA
 Other events to be discussed at the meetings

Get Involved
SVO participation and membership are simple: Come into the OMVS and talk with an SVO
officer. Membership cost is $10 per semester and goes to fund a fun event for the members.

SVO Meetings
Our SVO meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month, at the OMVS (UC,
Rm 302), at 1200. Please mark your calendar for the following meeting dates:



October 12: Veterans Center @ 1200
November 9: Veterans Center @ 1200

*Times and dates are subject to change. Every effort will be made to notify members of
schedule changes.

SVO
The Student Veterans
Organization (SVO) is
comprised of military and
military-affiliated individuals who want to make a
difference in the lives of
our Veterans and their
families.
The SVO is a chapter of
the Student Veterans of
America and is a certified
non-profit organization
whose primary mission is
to support to our
Veterans and their
families.

Community Service
The SVO is trying to get
more involved in the
community.
As a 501c3 organization,
we are required to do
community service and
we will keep updates for
opportunities on our
Facebook page.
Newest/Upcoming


Check out our FB page
for future SVO
Transition House
workdays

Current Events and Important Dates
October 12 - 15: Liberty Days
The Stars and Stripes Museum/Library, located in Bloomfield, MO, is hosting Liberty Days each day
between Oct. 12 - 15, 1830 - 2030. They will be showcasing a living history military timeline from the
1600’s to present. Food, games, demos, live entertainment, music, and much more will be available to
enjoy!

October 20th: Mid-Semester Brunch/Potluck
Now that your Mid terms are completed, come join the OMVS for a mid-semester complementary
brunch. Please stop by and join us from 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., or until food runs out.

October 25th: Dept. of History Crader Humanities Lecture
COL Douglas V. Mastriano, a U.S. Army Veteran, military strategist, and professor at the U.S. Army
War College, will be presenting a lecture “Sergeant York: The Myths and History of an American Battlefield Hero” The lecture is free and open to the public and will be held at Glenn Auditorium, in Dempster Hall, starting at 1930.

November 5th: Homecoming Parade & Pig Roast Tailgate
As has been tradition, the SVO and OMVS are participating in the Homecoming Parade, which will be
followed by a pig roast and tailgating, just in front of Houck Stadium. All student Veterans, Service
Members, and their families are invited to join in both events! We’re looking for maximum participation, so contact us for more information!

November 7th: Veterans Day Luncheon
The OMVS will be hosting its annual Veterans Day Luncheon, in appreciation of all of our Southeast
Veterans, to include faculty, staff, and students! Please join us for a free lunch and short presentation.

November 8th: U.S. Presidential Election Day
Thousands of men and women have sacrificed, so that the American people can exercise their right to
vote. Don’t let their sacrifices go in vain. Find your local voting station and flex your right to vote!

November 11th: KRCU Koffee - A Salute to Area Veterans
KRCU Public Radio and the College of Health and Human Services at Southeast Missouri State University will honor area Veterans, at a special KRCU Koffee, on Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 8 a.m., at
VFW Post #3838, located at 1049 N. Kingshighway in Cape Girardeau. Free breakfast will be provided.

November 11th: Veteran’s Day Extravaganza
The Venue will be hosting a huge Veteran’s Day Extravaganza from NOV 11 - 13. Vendors and resources will be available to assist Veterans in the tri-state area. There will also be food, live entertainment, and tons of giveaways. This is also a fundraising event for the SVO, so if you’re free, please
stop by or volunteer to help out! For additional questions about the event, please contact 573-4505773.

November 19th: Holiday Bazaar
The annual Holiday Shopping Bazar is back at the Cape Girardeau National Guard Armory, Sat., NOV
19, from 0900 - 1600. Admission is FREE. A variety of vendors, crafters, and Veterans Organizations
will be present selling and raffling off items that will benefit support Heroes Way, the MO Veterans
Home, and the local VFW.

December 9th: OMVS Splash Bash
As a means to provide our military-affiliated students with a stress-free evening before Finals Week,
the OMVS is hosting its annual family pool party! Free food, games, music, and fun will be provided,
so please bring the family and/or a few friends and join us at the Aquatic Center.

DID YOU KNOW…
The Subway on SEMO’s main campus offers a military/Veteran discount of a free soft drink with any
sandwich purchase. Must be able to provide proper military/Veteran identification.
If you are interested in submitting a story or information to the OMVS for inclusion in future newsletters, please feel free to contact the OMVS at 573-651-2263 or veterans@semo.edu.

Get Out And Vote!

The democratic process is one of the many great things that separates our country from the rest of
the world. Brave men and women have sacrificed even died for our right to vote, and still yet, many
Americans remain apathetic to this process. It is not only our right but our patriotic duty to vote. Understanding that you may not align with a particular candidate’s personal views or agendas, step back
and take a look at the party platform they are running under, to get a better understanding and idea of
how future political, judicial, and legal determinations might go. Voting is an opportunity to have your
voice heard, and contrary to popular belief, voting can make a difference! If you’re uncertain where
you should vote and required documentation to cast your ballot, check out www.usa.gov/election-day
or Vote411’s.org’s Find A Polling Place site: https://http://www.vote411.org/search-by-topic?
topics_tid%5B%5D=60#.V_UaXPkrJhH.
Change the country. Change the world...VOTE!

1.Lincoln
2.Madison
3.Washington
4.Garfield
5.Tyler
6.Johnson
7.Harding
8.Adams
9.Ford
10.Obama
11.Roosevelt
12.Truman
13.Grant

Office of Military and Veteran Services
The Office of Military and Veteran’s Services (OMVS) supports military and veteran students as well as their
dependents in their endeavors to seek academic and personal success. The OMVS offers a myriad of services
and referrals including, but not limited to, assisting transitioning service members to the academic setting, counseling and processing VA educational benefits, tuition assistance, and the transferability of military coursework.
Referrals to on and off campus services to include student services, Disability Services, tutoring, counseling and
Veteran Affairs services, as well as other state and federal resources and services. Their mission is to serve all
military-affiliated students and their families. The OMVS is located in the University Center, room 302, and can
be reached by calling (573)651-2263. The website is www.semo.edu/veterans.
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