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Welcome Back
The OMVS would like to wish
everyone a Happy New Year!
Last year was spectacular for
the OMVS and the Student
Veterans Organization (SVO),
and none of it would have
been possible without our military and military-affiliated
population’s support. We look
forward to ushering in the new
year and wish you the best in your academic endeavors.
This newsletter will be published at least twice a semester and will incorporate information affecting our military/military-affiliated community
at Southeast. If you have anything you would like to submit for publishing, please let us know and we will be glad to lend our support for your
message.

January– March 2016

What is it that you like
most about having a
center on campus that is
dedicated to militaryaffiliated students and
their families?
“The OMVS...offers
help...that [we] would
not be able to find anywhere else. It truly is a
Veterans’ sanctuary
here at SEMO.”
- Levi Murphy
Army National Guard
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Tuition Assistance:
What’s That?

Fall ’15: Welcome Back Brunch

It’s Time to Certify!
Amanda Woods

With the Spring 2016 semester underway, it’s time to get your
VA education benefits squared away. If you haven’t already,
and want to use your benefits for the Spring semester, please
go ahead and submit your VA Certification Request through
your student portal. You simply log into your student portal,
click on the Students SS tab, and select the VA Certification
Request hyperlink to start the process. If you’re concerned
about your rate of pursuit and whether you’re maximizing your
VA education benefits, rest assured, I will notify you, unless I
see a repetitive pattern of below full-time rate, and then I’ll just
assume you are not pursuing full-time rate of pursuit on purpose.
If you are a current Service Member utilizing Federal Tuition
Assistance, and trying to determine if you should use your GI
Bill benefits, remember that CH 1606 (CH 1607 GI Bill has
sunset and no longer viable) recipients cannot receive their GI
Bill stipends AND FTA for the same class. You can use both in
the same semester, but you cannot use both to pay for the
same class. Dependent on your situation, and your payment
rate from the VA, it may be wise to split your schedule and use
FTA for some classes and your GI Bill for others. Our office
can assist you, if you’re not sure which is your best avenue to
pursue.
Remember, the OMVS is here to assist you, so if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact the OMVS at 573-6512263 or veterans@semo.edu. Good luck with all of your personal and academic endeavors!

Tuition Assistance, whether
Federal or State, is an incentive for current Service Members to use while they pursue
their education and serve their
country. You may be eligible, if
you are a satisfactory participant in your unit, squadron,
etc. Each branch of service has
different requirements/
stipulations, so it’s best to
check with your local Education
Services Office, but for those of
you in the Army (Active Duty,
Reserve, or National Guard),
you’re in luck!
Amanda Woods, our very own
VA School Certifying Official,
used to work with the
GoArmyEd Support Team, before joining our OMVS team, so
she’s very knowledgeable on
FTA requirements, procedures,
and navigating through the
GoArmyEd system. You can be
rest assured if she can’t figure
it out, she’ll get an expert to
assist to resolve any issues (if
possible).

Fall ’15: Ropes Course

VA
Heathcare
System
As a Veteran, you may be
eligible for additional benefits, especially if you
have a VA disability rating. The VA will provide
healthcare, to all qualifying Veterans, for at least
five years from the date
they separate; however, if
the Veteran has a disability rating, the VA can provide free healthcare for
specific claims the Veteran has been awarded,
even outside of the fiveyear window. If you haven’t yet, we highly recommend getting into the VA
healthcare system.
Enrollment in the VA
Healthcare system does
meet the Federal government’s minimum requirement for health insurance, so it’s also a very
easy way for eligible Veterans to obtain
healthcare and not be
penalized for not having
insurance.
You can visit http://
www.va.gov/
healthbenefits/apply/ for
additional information on
how to apply.

Fall ‘15: OMVS Splash Bash

Veterans’ Benefits: What Else
Am I Eligible For?
Besides having free or affordable healthcare and programs through the
VA, Veterans can also be eligible for lots of state benefits as well. Each
state is different, and since we are a Missouri academic institution, we’ve
put together a very basic list of some programs or opportunities that Missouri Veterans may be eligible for, through the State of Missouri.
Disability & Compensation Claims: The Missouri Veterans Commission

(MVC) has representatives throughout the state that can assist you with
filing and appealing your VA Disability & Compensation claims. You can
find out your local MVC Veterans Service Officer by visiting http://
mvc.dps.mo.gov/service/serviceofficer/.
MO Dept. of Motor Vehicles: Disabled Veteran specialty license plates are

available to eligible applicants at no fee (limit one set per applicant). To
qualify for Disabled Veteran specialty license plates, you must be a Missouri resident who has served in and was honorably discharged from the
United States Armed Forces and present valid proof of your VA disability
rating.
Licensing: Any honorably discharged military Veteran having a service-

related disability of 60% or greater, or who was a prisoner of war during
military service, may be eligible for free fishing and hunting licenses
(certain restrictions apply). Additionally, the Veteran may be eligible for
resident permits, even if Veteran is an out-of-state resident. You must
have valid proof of disability rating from the VA.
Dept. of Revenue: Dependent on the Veterans VA disability status/rating,

Prisoner of War status, or if the Veteran receives a military retirement
pension, the Veteran may be eligible for income and/or property tax exemptions or credit.
Additional information about Veteran benefits can be found in the Missouri
Benefit & Resource Guide for Veterans & Military, which can be digitally
accessed at http://mvc.dps.mo.gov/docs/veterans-benefits-guide.pdf.

Student Veterans Organization
James Hasting

Saying Goodbye with a Hello
The SVO has said goodbye to its longstanding President, Jared Bush-Howe. Jared
rebuilt the SVO and made us who we are
today. Jared was presented with an award
from the Office of Military and Veterans Services for his outstanding dedication and performance to the organization. With change
comes new adventures, and even though we
have said goodbye to Jared, it’s time to say
hello and welcome the new officers of the
SVO.
President: James Hasting
Vice President: David Hudson
Treasurer: Matthew Golden
Secretary: Chris Williams
Effective January 1, 2016, to offset the organization’s out-of-pocket expenses for its
Jeremy McBroom presenting former
SVO President, Jared Bush-Howe,
members, the SVO has started charging a
with an award
$10 membership fee per semester. It was a
hard decision, but this will allow the SVO to
offer more and better events throughout the semester. In addition, we will be creating a new design for our SVO shirts; they should be available within the first few
weeks of the Spring 2016 semester. Please be on the lookout for
DON’T FORGET TO ADD US ON FACEBOOK @ SEMO STUDENT VETERANS
ORGANIZATION!

Get Involved
SVO membership and participation is easy. Contact Chris Williams @ 314-403-5598 or
email: cnwilliams3s@semo.edu for further details. You can also like us on Facebook at
SEMO Student Veterans Organization.

SVO Meetings
Our SVO meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of each month, at the OMVS (UC,
Rm 302), at 1700. Please mark your calendar for the following meeting dates:




February 1st: Veterans Center @ 1700*
March 7th: Veterans Center @ 1700*
April 4th: Veterans Center @ 1700*

*Times and dates are subject to change. Every effort will be made to notify members of
schedule changes.

SVO
The Student Veterans
Organization (SVO) is
comprised of military and
military-affiliated people
who want to make a difference in the lives of our
Veterans and their families.
The SVO is a chapter of
the Student Veterans of
America and is a certified
non-profit organization
whose primary mission is
to support to our Veterans and their families.

Fundraising and
Philanthropy
The SVO has raised hundreds of dollars for the
Wounded Warrior Project.
Currently, fundraising is
focused on the SVO
Transition House.

Newest/Upcoming


Dues



Check out our FB page
for future SVO Transition House workdays



February 2nd: 1st meeting of Spring 2016



February 16th: First
SVO event of 2016

Current Events and Important Dates
February 1st, 1700: Student Veterans Organization Meeting
The first spring 2016 meeting of the SVO will be held in the OMVS (UC, Rm 302). Information about upcoming activities,
fundraising events, community outreach, and renovations for the Student Veterans Transition Home will be discussed.
Please drop by and find out how YOU can get involved!

February 10th, 1030-1300: Welcome Back Brunch
The OMVS likes to get the semester started on the right foot by offering a FREE brunch to all of our military-affiliated students. We also have a grab-and-go set up, for those students who are really busy and unable to dine with us. Breakfast
sandwiches, pastries, and deli items will be served.

March 2nd, 1030-1300: Brunch
Breakfast is the most important meal of the day, and we understand with all of our chaotic schedules that some people may
not have the opportunity to grad a bite to eat before going to work or classes. Please join us for a FREE brunch, to offset
those hunger pains and keep you focused for your afternoon activities.

March 19th, 0800-1600: Boots to Business @ PB CoC
The Small Business Administration (SBA) is hosting another Boots to Business Reboot. Modeled after the existing Operation Boots to Business: From Service to Startup program, this free program will be offered in Poplar Bluff Chamber of Commerce. Space is limited, lunch will be provided, and registration is required NLT March 15th. Register at http://
boots2business.org/Reboot/.

March 30, 1100-1300: OMVS & MO Army National Guard BBQ
The OMVS, in coordination with the MO Army National Guard, is sponsoring a free BBQ, during common hour. Please keep
an eye out on our Facebook page, office whiteboard, or your email for updates for this event, as it is currently being coordinated.

April 6th, 1100-1230: Deli-Style Lunch
The OMVS will be sponsoring a FREE deli-style lunch. Sandwiches, chips, drinks, and cookies will be provided. Please stop
in and enjoy a free lunch with our office.

April 16– 1000-1300: Ropes Challenge Course
.The MO Army National Guard will be sponsoring a fun and challenging obstacle and ropes course event on Saturday, April
16th, from 1000-1300. They will also be serving FREE lunch, so bring your competitive spirit and appetite and join us in this
exciting opportunity to showcase your skills!

April 29th, 1730-2000: OMVS Splash Bash
We’ve had great success with our family-oriented pool parties in the past and have decided to continue the tradition. There
will be competitive games, music, free food, and maybe even a prizes at this semester’s OMVS Splash Bash. Come by and
relax a little before Finals. The party will be held at the North Recreation Center’s Aquatic Center on April 29th. More information be available closer to the event.

May 4th, 1100-1300: Burger & Weenie Roast
As a kick-off to finals week, the OMVS will be hosting a FREE burger and hotdog roast. Stop by our office to relax, visit, and
chat with our staff and other military-affiliated students. Please keep an eye out for additional information, closer to the date
of the event.

Call for Submissions…
We are looking for talented writers/journalists to submit original stories that are pertinent to our military-affiliated population to
be included in future editions of the MILPOP newsletter. If you’re interested, please contact OMVS staff

.

Military Scholarships Available
Our office tends to field a lot of questions, but one of the frequently-asked questions is whether Southeast has
scholarships for our military-affiliated population. I’m happy to report that because of the generosity of our scholarship donors, Southeast is able to offer several university-endowed, military-specific scholarships! What’s better, the application process is really quite simple: all you have to do is complete the general, universityendowed scholarship application, which is available through your student portal. The application period opens in
October 2015, and there will be a notification on the portal’s homepage, just before you log into your student
account. The application period is open until March 2016, but we encourage early completion of the application.
The following scholarships are offered exclusively to our military-affiliated population. Scholarships are generally
based on financial need and academic standing, but all are encouraged to apply.
Pamela McClune
Ronald & Janet Pensel
Charles & Evelyn Whipple
Anita Frick-Held & Donald Held
Edwin Cardin (AF ROTC only)
For more information on these scholarships, please visit the university’s endowed scholarship page at http://
www.semo.edu/foundation/endowed-scholarships.html or contact the OMVS.
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