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Description 

The EPP has been seeking methods for documenting the impact of its completers on P-12 learning. In 

the course of discussing that topic, some faculty members noted that their graduate students were 

regularly engaged in action research and suggested that data from those projects might be helpful. The 

suggested course from which to cull these projects was GR698 (Master’s Final Comprehensive 

Examination) because the graduate students in the sections taught by EPP faculty are, generally, 

practicing teachers. 

In each of the last three semesters (fall 2017, spring 2018, and summer 2018) GR698 rosters were 

reviewed to identify graduate students who were also EPP completers. At the end of each semester, 

data were recorded from each project to determine whether or not the interventions implemented by 

EPP completers had impact upon the P-12 students’ learning or behavior. 

The data available suggests that the students of program completers, generally made progress toward 

meeting identified learning/behavior goals. Over the past three semesters, there were 125 P-12 

students who were involved in these studies and for whom adequate data existed to draw a minimal 

conclusion. Of these 116 made observable progress. 

EPP personnel realize that there are several limitations on these data, and they are working to address 

these. In particular, a standardized format for collecting and reporting data needs to be established so 

that data can be compared with greater legitimacy. In addition, these projects were completed in 

graduate courses that cater mainly to teachers working with preschool or elementary aged children and 

students with exceptionalities. Data that reflects on the work of teachers who completed programs 

focusing on specific content areas (e.g. music, biology, social studies) are largely missing. Faculty in 

programs directed at teachers in those areas will be evaluating the possibility of integrating similar 

action research projects in the future. Lastly, while graduate faculty have had several discussions on 

interpretation of the criteria on the rubric used to score GR 698 action research projects, no 

standardized protocol for ensuring the validity of these studies exists. Faculty will develop and publish 

those guidelines so that claims made based upon these data will be more justifiable. 
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Data 

 

 

Summer 2018 Data 

 

Study Number of 
Students 

Number of 
Students who 
demonstrated 
growth 

Comments 

An Investigation of Outdoor Play Opportunities in 
Nature 

8 8 
 

An Investigation of Play-Based Interventions and 
the Effect on Behavior and Academic Success 

17 15 
 

The Effects of Inclusion within the Regular 
Education Setting Versus the Traditional 
"Resource" Setting for Core Instruction amongst 
Students with an Individualized Education Plan 

21 20 
 

The Effects of Word Study in a Third Grade 
Classroom  

21 21 
 

The Impact of Small Group Reading Instruction on 
Reading Levels and Reading Assessments 

5 5 
 

Total 72 69  
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Spring 2018 Data 

 

Study Number of 
Students 

Number of 
Students who 
demonstrated 
growth 

Comments 

An Investigation into Using Social Scripting 
to Improve Social Behaviors of 
Elementary Students with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder 

4 4 
 

How Visual Aids Enhance Language Skills of 
Students with Developmental Disabilities 

12 
 

Study documents assert that, overall, the 
class made progress toward meeting 
learning goals, but data on the growth of 
individual P-12 students was not 
provided. 

Integrating Writing in 6th Grade Mathematics 37 
 

Study documents assert that, overall, the 
class made progress toward meeting 
learning goals, but data on the growth of 
individual P-12 students was not 
provided. 

The Effects of Physical Activity Interventions on 
the Educational Performance and Academic 
Participation of Students with Disabilities 

2 2 
 

The Impact of Explicitly Teaching Sight Words 
with Direct Instruction in an Elementary 
Special Education Class 

14 14 
 

The Impact of Guided Reading on the Literacy 
Development of Second Graders 

7 7 
 

Using Digital Content and Small Groups to Raise 
Math Achievement 

22 16 
 

Total 49 43  
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Fall 2017 Data 

 

Study Number of 
Students 

Number of 
Students who 
demonstrated 
growth 

Comments 

Math Automaticity: How It Enhances Math 
Education 

4 4 
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